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Pastor Bruce McBurney 

Save the date: 

In-person Worship -  

Lingle, 9:30 a.m. 

Torrington, 11 a.m. 

Torrington Session 

Royden James, 2022 

Diane Nye, 2022 

Jane Iddings, 2024 

Ellen Preston, 2024 

Lingle Session 

Don Aippersach, 2022 

Ann Rose, 2022 

Ryan Yung, 2023 

Craig Fullmer, 2023 

Steve Ransom, 2024 

Mary Harshberger, 2024 

Aaron Bahmer, 2024
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Upcoming events 
Thursday, Sept. 1: Bible Study, 6 p.m., Corner Bar, Lingle
Sunday, Sept. 4: Worship

9:30 a.m.: Lingle
11 a.m.: Torrington

Monday, Sept. 5: Labor Day
Thursday, Sept. 8: PW C.T., 3 p.m., Torrington

Bible Study, 6 p.m., Corner Bar, Lingle
Sunday, Sept. 11: Worship

9:30 a.m.: Lingle
11 a.m.: Torrington
GIFT begins at noon in Torrington

Monday, Sept. 12: Nurture Committee, 5 p.m., Torrington
Wednesday, Sept. 14: Mary Marthas, 1:30 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 15: PW, 3 p.m., Torrington

Bible Study, 6 p.m., Corner Bar, Lingle
Friday-Saturday, Sept. 16-17: PW Fall Gathering, Cody
Sunday, Sept. 18: Worship

9:30 a.m.: Lingle
11 a.m.: Torrington

Monday, Sept. 19: Session, 6:30 p.m., Torrington
Tuesday, Sept. 20: Session, 6:30 p.m., Lingle
Thursday, Sept. 22: Bible Study, 6 p.m., Corner Bar, Lingle
Friday-Saturday, Sept. 23-24: Presbytery in Sheridan
Sunday, Sept. 25: Worship

9:30 a.m.: Lingle
11 a.m.: Torrington

Thursday, Sept. 29: Bible Study, 6 p.m., Corner Bar, Lingle
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Presbyterian Women 
meetings resume 

Presbyterian Women resumes this month!  Mark your 
calendar for Thursday, September 15  at 3 p.m for our first 
meeting and Bible Study. Get your copy of the Horizons 
Bible Study from Kathy Surratt. We will be studying 
Sabbath and what it can mean to our lives. Jane Iddings 
and Carolyn met the author at the Synod Gathering and 
she was fabulous! We are hoping she will be our guest 
for the Spring Gathering in Camp Story. Stay tuned!

The PWP Annual Meeting is also coming up 
September 16-17 in Cody. To reduce costs, it will 
only be one overnight (Friday). Carolyn will be in 
attendance and we hope that some others from 
our district can attend as well. Let her know if 
you are interested. Registration forms are 
available at the church.

The CT meeting will be at 3 p.m.on 
September 8.

Sunday Afternoon at the 
Movies Sept. 18 
Sunday afternoon at the movies is September 18 at noon. This month’s movie will 
be the Academy Award winning NETWORK, starring William Holden, Peter 
Finch, Faye Dunaway and Robert Duvall. Even if you saw it in the 70’s, it will be 
interesting to watch now how much has changed in television news since then- 
Let’s watch and discuss together!

No Church is an Island 
By Emily Enders Odom for Presbyterian News Service on March 15, 2022.
When God spoke through the prophet Isaiah saying, “Come to the waters,” the Rev. John Jung-Il 

Park simply couldn’t resist.
Park, a second-career pastor who entered San Francisco Theological Seminary at the age of 44, 

was more than ready to retire nearly 12 years ago when the waters of Washington’s Whidbey Island — 
specifically the Korean Presbyterian Church of Oak Harbor — beckoned.

“When the members of the Oak Harbor congregation learned that I had come back to Seattle 
after serving a church in Illinois, they asked me to serve as their pastor, because they never had a resident 
pastor here,” said Park, who had returned to the Presbytery of the Northwest Coast, formerly North 
Puget Sound Presbytery, where he was ordained in 1993.
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“Because the church is very small and couldn’t afford a full-time pastor,” he said, “I was reluctant 
to take the call until one elder said, ‘Pastor, why don’t you regard this as a mission field?’ Actually, that’s 
why I came to this island.”

Although Whidbey Island has very few Korean-speaking residents and has been home to a naval 
air station since 1942, members of the military have for decades called the now fully bilingual Oak Harbor 
church their spiritual home.

“Navy personnel were major members of our church, and they still are,” said Park. “Their spouses 
lived on this island for a long time. The youngest members of our congregation are now 60 years old.”

And while the church, which averages 15-18 in worship, has not declined during COVID-19, 
neither has it grown — except in its mission giving.

“I cannot say we are mighty financially, but we have open-minded people, especially during the 
pandemic season,” Park said. “Because we had a high volume of tithes, we thought we would do 
something good for those less fortunate than us. That’s when I looked up the Presbyterian Giving 
Catalog.”

Now in its eighth year, the 2021-2022 Presbyterian Giving Catalog — which is available both in 
print and online, in English, Spanish and Korean — is filled with a wide variety of gifts that provide real 
and positive impact around the world, including aid for refugees, access to clean water and help to end 
hunger.

Because the island’s inhabitants have a deep and innate understanding of the importance of water 
across the world — namely access to clean and drinkable water — their personal experience and unique 
context informed their Giving Catalog choices, especially in honor of World Water Day, March 22.

“We sent the check to garden wells twice, $3,000 each time, which was a big amount for us,” said 
Park.

The congregation also selected two family farm bundles, a grain bank and several other Giving 
Catalog items totaling nearly $6,000.

“Because we thought that it’s a matter of what to eat or what to drink, we thought of the wells,” 
Park said. “The water provision is so important to those who did not have a chance to have wells, 
especially on this island. Most of our church members must have underground wells because they were 
not provided water from the city. They are well aware of the importance of water and wells, which is why 
we decided to give this money to the [Giving] Catalog for those purposes.”

Park also learned firsthand how important water is when he and his family lived in Saudi Arabia 
and Egypt during his secular career as branch office manager of a trading company.

“In those years, because I would spend $200 to $300 just for drinking water,” he recalled, “I can 
say I know the importance of water.”

On May 1, Park will celebrate his 12th anniversary as pastor of the Oak Harbor church, the last 
two years as honorably retired.

“When one of our church members told me a few years ago as I was about to retire, ‘Pastor, don’t 
leave me. Don’t leave this church until I die,’ it came into my heart so deeply,” he explained. “And because 
it’s hard to leave, I asked the presbytery to let me serve here as a volunteer. So that’s what happened and 
that’s what I’m doing.”

Because the congregation has both English- and Korean-speaking members, Park preaches — and 
translates — his own sermon in both languages every Sunday, which is what the church prefers. “They do 
not want an interpreter to interpret my sermon,” he said. “They just want to listen to my voice.”

A firm believer in the understanding that “when God calls us, we cannot resist,” Park looks 
forward to serving the congregation — and staying connected with the mission of the larger Church — 
for as many more years as God will allow.

“As a small congregation, we just wanted to be a part of helping hands to the mission projects in 
need,” he said. “May God bless those who follow the Great Commission of our Lord!”
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Reflections with  Pastor Bruce McBurney 
When I work on this article I have to develop an image in my mind of what might be happening 

in the next month. Do I have a vision of what I think we will be doing? I am thinking all the time about 
what it is that God is calling us to do in our communities. Are we called to start new missions? Are we 
called to start new small groups? Are we called to take our passions and share them with others in our 
town? I want to be clear that I have plenty of ideas about what we can do, but my vision is not the vision 
of the congregation. I have only been studying the culture and social structure of our communities for a 
few years, you have been immersed in it for much longer. You have a better feel for what needs are 
happening in our community. When we see a need we feel the Holy Spirit leading us to meet that need if 
we can. It is important to understand our call to minister to our communities.

This month I am going to be putting together a presentation to give to the Presbytery of 
Wyoming. It will concern my experiences and understanding of the General Assembly. My favorite thing 
about the General Assembly (GA) is that it is the way that we govern our denomination. It is a messy, 
long process that involves many different people both clergy and lay leaders, just like you, gathering to 
sort out what we as the Presbyterian Church feel the Holy Spirit prompting us to do. How we are to live 
in the world and how we share the love of God with others. I am thrilled by the leadership and thoughts 
brought to the GA by our youths. They see the world in a different way and often have a better 
understanding of who we are and how we fit in the world around us. I find hope and joy in the 
Presbyterian Church. We face difficult times ahead but so have the generations before us. In those 
difficult times we will have the knowledge and leadership of the next generation to keep us changing and 
growing in our faith and mission.

You are blessed! 
Bruce
“For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will 

know fully, even as I have been fully known.” 1 Corinthians 13:12
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