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Pastor Bruce McBurney 

Save the date: 

Sundays - Worship with us at 
9:30 a.m. online. 

In-person Worship -  

Lingle, 9:30 a.m. 

Torrington, 11 a.m. 

Torrington Session 

Royden James, 2022 

Diane Nye, 2022 

Jane Iddings, 2024 

Ellen Preston, 2024 

Lingle Session 

Don Aippersach, 2022 

Ann Rose, 2022 

Ryan Yung, 2023 

Craig Fullmer, 2023 

Steve Ransom, 2024 

Mary Harshberger, 2024 

Aaron Bahmer, 2024
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Upcoming events 
Thursday, Feb. 3: Taize, 5:15 p.m., Lingle

Bible and Brews, 6 p.m., Corner Bar, Lingle
Sunday, Feb. 6: Worship

9:30 a.m.: Lingle, in-person
11 a.m.: Torrington, in-person
Noon: GIFT, Torrington

Monday, Feb. 7: Nurture, 5 p.m., Torrington
Tuesday, Feb. 8: Lingle Worship Committee, noon
Wednesday, Feb. 9: Mary/Marthas, 1:30 p.m., Lingle

Praise Team, 2 p.m., Torrington
Thursday, Feb. 10: CT meeting, 3 p.m., Torrington

Taize, 5:15 p.m., Lingle
Bible and Brews, 6 p.m., Corner Bar, Lingle

Saturday, Feb. 12: Valentine’s Men’s Breakfast, 7:30 a.m., Lingle
Sunday, Feb. 13: Worship

9:30 a.m.: Lingle, in-person
11 a.m.: Torrington, in-person
Noon: GIFT, Torrington, Movie: Hidden Figures

Tuesday, Feb. 15: Deacons, 4:30 p.m., Lingle
Session, 6:30 p.m., Lingle

Thursday, Feb. 17: PW meeting, 3 p.m., Torrington
Taize, 5:15 p.m., Lingle
Bible and Brews, 6 p.m., Corner Bar, Lingle

Friday, Feb. 18: Newsletter deadline
Sunday, Feb. 20: Worship

9:30 a.m.: Lingle, in-person
11 a.m.: Torrington, in-person
Noon: GIFT, Torrington

Monday, Feb. 21: Session, 6:30 p.m., Torrington
Thursday, Feb. 24: Taize, 5:15 p.m., Lingle

Bible and Brews, 6 p.m., Corner Bar, Lingle
Sunday, Feb. 27: Worship

9:30 a.m.: Lingle, in-person
11 a.m.: Torrington, in-person
Noon: GIFT, Torrington
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From         
Presbyterian Women: 

Presbyterian Women meets the 
third Thursday at 3 p.m, at 
FWUPC. All are welcome. 

Remember! 

DO NOT respond to any link or 
send any kind of money to 
anyone claiming to be Pastor 
Bruce without initiating a call to 
him first to verify. 

Coffee orders are due 
each month by the 10th 

Orders will be received by the 
end of that month. Please speak 
with Carolyn about ordering by 
then. 480-329-8998 

Mary Martha’s 

Will meet monthly on the second 
Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. See you 
there! 

Don’t forget Caring 
and Sharing! 

The need is great.  Please drop 
off donations to the church 
during office hours. 

Communion offered 

Rev. Bruce McBurney and the 
session members are willing to 
bring communion to those who 
cannot get to church.  Please 
contact Rev. McBurney or a 
session member if you want 
communion at home.
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Winter Weather 
Reminder 

With winter weather upon us, 
please keep in mind our Winter 
Weather policy as it pertains to 
worship and building closure.

Our building will be closed and 
worship cancelled if there is a “No 
Unnecessary Travel” advisory for the 
Torrington/Lingle areas.  Please 
check the WYDOT website or the 
church’s Facebook page for more 
information on closures.  

Even if there is no advisory for our 
area, we encourage you to use your 
best judgment when getting out on 
the roads.  Stay safe out there, 
friends!

Surveys 
A special thanks to all of the 

members who returned completed 
surveys back in October.  The 
sessions and Rev. McBurney have 
reviewed the comments and the 
results for our churches individually 

and the combined results for both 
churches.  The communion committee has a report in the annual report which covers the survey results.  
You can talk to Jane Iddings or Diane Nye (FWUPC) or Aaron Bahmer (Community) if you would like to 
read the comments.

Support for Boy Scouts 
The FWUPC Session vote on Jan. 18, 2022 to pay for one half of the council and troop fees and all 

of the charter fees for both the council and troop for Troop 26 which we sponsor.  We want to continue 
our support of our local Boy Scouts. 
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Blessed Presbytery of Wyoming! 

The new year is here, Winter is settling in, and the mission of the church is ever before us in the 
midst of a shifting era. All over the nation and world, churches are doggedly crawling towards the future 
as we look around at limited resources, tired bodies and weary souls, and all the while God seems so far 
away.

Church history tells us a lot about the cycle of change. There is always a good word for what can 
be, there is a resistance to fix what is not broken, there are power struggles rooted in what is best for the 
church, and over and over again from scripture to the history of the Church we find humans caught in a 
constant struggle to trust God and one another in each shift.

It is quite normal to flinch when we are fearful. As I traveled across Wyoming last Fall into the 
Winter, I found so many beautiful people simply wanting God to answer a prayer for pastoral leadership. I 
witnessed exhausted, faithful people wondering how to move forward with seemingly minimal options. It 
feels like a Red Sea moment in 2022: The past offers us food and shelter although enslaved to a certain 
system and the future requires us to cross into a new land. Out of ‘what is’ to ‘what will be.’

I am unsure as to whether we are landing in the wilderness or something else. Sometimes, a 
baptism as big as the Red Sea takes us to something we cannot imagine where our trust in God is tested 
to extremes. Our tradition is tested, our pride is tested, our imagination is tested, and our faith is tested. 
We only know church as we have lived it for the past 100 years. What we see as a ‘successful church’ and 
what God is pruning us toward seems truly immense.

For all the things unknown, I do know God is not looking for perfect people right now. God is 
roaming among us looking for children who are willing to participate in renewal, repair, and re-formation. 
I ask, is this you?

When the Israelites landed in the wilderness, they had a hard time not being what they were in 
Egypt. They built a golden image to conjure familiarity from being homesick, they were constantly 
unsatisfied, and a new way was put on stone to guide them. The greatest new way was a way of love 
unequaled in history: Loving wholly the Lord God as well as self, friends, and even enemies.

How to trust our ability to love in this era versus our ability to be fearful is something to sit in 
prayer about as a church. Maybe our Lenten season is an intentional space where we as the Presbytery of 
Wyoming take time to take our fears to God while following Jesus to birth us into a new trust. Where 
what we want dies and a new thing is resurrected. A new vision. A new way.

Prayers abound for pastoral leadership, for Ruling Elder leadership, for followers of Jesus Christ to 
cling tightly to love – especially to one another. May we stay tethered to one another in the love of Christ 
as we cross the Red Sea we are being chased into right now.

Blessings,

Reverend Monica Hall

Interim General Presbyter of Wyoming

4



The Presbyterian Post February 2022

A Message from World Mission 
Presbyterians do mission in partnership. We believe that doing mission in partnership broadens 

our awareness of how interconnectional God’s mission is at the local, national and global levels. The one 
table around which we gather is God’s table and the one mission to which we are called is God’s mission.

Together with our global partners, PC(USA) mission co-workers engage in life-transforming 
ministries in 80 countries and help us understand issues of ministry across the world. Despair, poverty 
and violence are being overcome in the name of Jesus Christ. Hope is being restored and new life is 
springing forth. Guided by the Matthew 25 vision, World Mission is seeking new ways to come alongside 
our partners and nurture faith-filled relationships based in equity, mutuality and justice rooted in God’s 
love and the Gospel of Jesus.

True mission partnership is about building relationships, learning from one another and walking 
together in faith and friendship. Together we can build the body of Christ around the world.

Dedicating the  
Blessing Box  
in Lingle 

Reflections with  Pastor Bruce McBurney 

Did I mention that change is coming? Oh, yes, there is change in the air. I have been taking a 
class about preaching dialogically, to preach through dialogue with you. I am looking forward to trying it 
out on you during the month of February. I hope to learn a new way of communicating with you during 
our worship service. Jesus preached in this way and spent most of his time interacting with his disciples 
by asking them questions. It is through dialogue that we can have a better understanding of what each of 
us are thinking.

Put on your thinking cap and commit yourself to learning new things. It’s good for your brain. 
Our GIFT program is trying a different way of being as well. We will try using a more mature curriculum 
for our noon gatherings so as you eat your meal I will lead us through a Bible Study that will allow us to 
exchange ideas and ask questions of each other. I think it will be good for us to grow together in Christ. 
Join us for some hope and growth in this new year, new world.

You are blessed! 
Bruce
“For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will 

know fully, even as I have been fully known.” 1 Corinthians 13:12
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