February 2020

The Presbyterian Post
Save the date:

Inspiring peace, acceptance, and
caring action.

Feb. 26

Pastor Bruce McBurney

Ash
Wednesday

2972 Main Street (on the hill), Torrington WY, 82240
Website: www.firstwyomingupc.org; Email: firstwyomingupc@gmail.com; Facebook:
First Wyoming United Presbyterian; Phone: (307) 532-2972

Worship
Sundays, 11 a.m.
followed by GIFT
meal at noon, and
Adult Sunday School

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God,
whom alone we worship and serve.
Session members
Rhonda Estes 2020, Erin Estes 2020
Jane Iddings 2021, Ellen Preston 2021
Royden James 2022, Diane Nye 2022
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Upcoming events
February 2-GIFT - Everyone welcome Noon, followed by Adult Bible Study
February 3- Nurture 4:30 Torrington
February 4- Praise @5:30
February 6- Bible and Brews 6 p.m. Corner Bar, Lingle
February 8- Men’s Breakfast Valentine’s Bring your spouse!– 8 a.m.
February 9- Fellowship at the McBurney’s, 3-5 p.m. Come join us for good conversation and
goodies! Bring a game to share!
February 13- PW Coordinating Team meeting- 1:30 p.m.
Bible and Brews 6 p.m. Corner Bar, Lingle
February 16- GIFT - Everyone welcome Noon, followed by Adult Bible Study
February 17- President’s Day - Office Closed
Torrington Session meeting 6:30 p.m.
February 20- PW meeting 1:30 p.m.
Bible and Brews 6 p.m. Corner Bar, Lingle
February 23- GIFT - Everyone welcome Noon, followed by Adult Bible
Study
February 23- Movie “It’s a Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood” at
Torrington 2 p.m.
February 26- Ash Wednesday

General news
Bible and Brews has moved to Thursdays at 6 p.m. at Corner Bar Lingle.
Join this special group of folks for discerning conversation and a growing
sense of fellowship!

March newsletter deadline is
Friday, Feb. 21. Please email
officefwupc@gmail.com.
Thank you!

Coffee Order- See Carolyn to collect your order from our Presbyterian
partners at Frontera de Cristo (Café Justo orders placed monthly).

Presbyterian Women news
We would love to have new members join us for our meetings at 1:30 on the Third Thursday of
every month. We are preparing to host the Presbyterian Women of Wyoming meeting in October
and need volunteers to help with planning. Small groups are forming to organize food, lodging,
programming, fun and other activities for our sisters from around the state. Let us know if you are
interested in helping with logistics!
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By Kay James
The Presbyterian Women want to thank everyone for the donations to the Baby
Shower for Mary last month. Shirley Hull and I took the baby items to Public
Health and presented them to Melissa Johnson, one
of the nurses who work with new moms. They were very appreciative of the
items. Your generosity made this possible.
This month we installed our new officers, Co-moderators: Carolyn McBurney
and Kay James, Program Coordinator: Jeri Ogborn, Secretary: Nancy Hays,
Treasurer: Kathy Surratt, Mission, Peace and Justice Coordinators: Shirley Hull,
Sherlin Foos and Peg Connolly. Our Bible Study, Love Carved in Stone is based on
the Ten Commandments. Anyone is welcome to join us at our meeting and Bible study. The Bible
Study is Lesson 6.
Coordinating team will meet February 13 at 1:30pm at the church. If you have concerns or ideas
for the group, contact a Coordinating Team member or plan to attend the meeting. Our regular
meeting will be February 20, 1:30 pm all are invited to join us. Hostess is Nancy Hays and lesson
leader is Kay James.

Working together
By Rhonda Estes
Sharing God’s love for 17 years through church
wide mission efforts.
If each can do a little bit, it all adds up.
First Wyoming United Presbyterian Church 2019
church wide totals:
**Peace Offering & $525.00 ($131.25 local to
Goshen Help)
**One Great Hour of Sharing Offering $876.64
**Pentecost Offering. $127.00
**Joy Offering $165.00
Way to work together in reaching out to others
through church wide efforts!
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REFLECTIONS WITH PASTOR BRUCE MCBURNEY
Big news, we have been selected to take part in a Transformational
Cohort! Wow, I’m sure you are beside yourself, I know I am. This is the
sort of good fortune that many congregations only dream about, and we
are chosen to participate. It’s not like everyone knows what a
Transformational Cohort is, so let me explain. Over the course of the
last several years you have been bombarded with the idea of change
happening in our world. You have seen the decline in our average
attendance on Sunday mornings and you have wondered if there is
anything that we can do to refresh our congregation. You have seen
your share of fantastic programs come and go and still there seems to be
something different about this time around. Yes, the times they are a changin.
Transformation is the key word in this story and the most familiar illustration is of the caterpillar
and its transformation into a butterfly. When you look at the ‘before’ photo next to the ‘after’
photo it is difficult to tell that one was the other. Transformation is a change like no other, our
view of the world will change radically as this transformation occurs. Transformational Cohorts
are the wave of the future, all the big names in congregational development are embarking on this
bold new journey. Now a cohort is a group that is formed to support, learn and love together. Our
cohort is made up of the clergy and several leaders of our congregation and our sister
congregation in Gillette. If you have an interest in participating in this journey please speak to
Pastor Bruce. This cohort is designed to meet monthly in order to get to know each other and to
study the scriptures and several books on the topic of transformation. The Presbytery of Wyoming
is hosting this transformational cohort and the program is being funded in part by the Omaha
Seminary Foundation. This particular cohort is designed to take place over the course of three
years.
Members of the cohort will keep you updated on what is happening in the cohort and how we are
being affected. I will bring sermons and practices into our worship as we travel this road together.
Our transformation is going to be an ongoing process that I hope you will grow to look forward to
hearing about. Members of the cohort will be attending retreats twice a year. The first one is the
second weekend of February. Keep the members of the cohort in your prayers as they work
together to begin the process of transformation.
You are blessed!
Bruce
For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I
will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 1 Corinthians 13:12
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