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Save the
dates:
SUNDAYS
WORSHIP WITH US
AT 9:30 AM ONLINE
IN-PERSON WORSHIP
9:30 AM LINGLE
11 AM TORRINGTON

THE

SEPT. NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
FRIDAY, AUG. 14

TORRINGTON
SESSION MEMBERS
RHONDA ESTES 2020,
ERIN ESTES 2020
JANE IDDINGS 2021,
ELLEN PRESTON 2021
ROYDEN JAMES 2022,
DIANE NYE 2022

LINGLE
SESSION MEMBERS
MARY HARSHBERGER 2020,
RYAN YUNG 2020,
AARON BAHMER 2021,
LINDY ELLIS 2021,
TRENDA WEISSHAAR 2021,
DON AIPPERSPACH 2022,
ANN ROSE 2022

PRESBYTERIAN
POST

Pastor Bruce McBurney
First Wyoming United Presbyterian: 2972 Main Street (on the hill),
Torrington WY, 82240
Website: www.firstwyomingupc.org; Email: firstwyomingupc@gmail.com;
Facebook: First Wyoming United Presbyterian; Phone: (307) 532-2972

Community Presbyterian: 200 3rd Street, Lingle WY, 82223;
Email: linglepresbyterianchurch@gmail.com;
Facebook: Community Presbyterian Lingle WY; Phone: (307) 837-2729
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Upcoming events
Sunday, July 26- Worship in person or via Facebook or YouTube
(https://www.youtube.com/user/bkmcburney/videos)
Wednesday, July 29- Drop in- Technology consultation with Pastor Bruce in Torrington 8a-2 p.m.
Thursday, July 30- Drop in- Technology consultation with Pastor Bruce in Lingle 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
Bible and Brews- Open Barrel, Torrington 6 p.m.
Sunday, August 2 - 9:30 a.m Worship at the church in Lingle (live via YouTube/Facebook)
11 a.m. Worship in Torrington
Monday, August 3- Nurture 5:30 p.m. Torrington
Wednesday, August 5- Drop in- Technology consultation with Pastor Bruce in Torrington 8a-2 p.m.
Thursday, August 6- Drop in- Technology consultation with Pastor Bruce in Lingle 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
Bible and Brews- Open Barrel, Torrington 6 p.m.
Saturday, August 8 - Blessing of the Animals 8 a.m.
Sunday, August 9 - 9:30 a.m Worship at the church in Lingle (live via YouTube/Facebook)
11 a.m. Worship in Torrington
2 p.m. Bible Study - Torrington (in person and live via Zoom)
Monday, August 10 - Praise Team 4:30 p.m. Torrington
Wednesday, August 12- No Mary/Marthas, Lingle
Thursday, August 13- PW Coordinating Team, Torrington- 1:30 p.m.
Bible and Brews- Open Barrel, Torrington 6 p.m.
Sunday, August 16 - 9:30 a.m Worship at the church in Lingle (live via YouTube/Facebook)
11 a.m. Worship in Torrington
2 p.m. Bible Study - Torrington (in person and live via Zoom)
Monday, August 17- Joint Session, Torrington- 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, August 18- Deacons, Lingle 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, August 20- Presbyterian Women social 1:30 p.m.
Bible and Brews- Open Barrel, Torrington 6 p.m.
Sunday, August 23 - 9:30 a.m Worship at the church in Lingle (live via YouTube/Facebook)
11 a.m. Worship in Torrington
2 p.m. Bible Study - Torrington (in person and live via Zoom)
Thursday, August 27- Bible and Brews- Open Barrel, Torrington 6 p.m.
Sunday, August 30- 9:30 a.m Worship at the church in Lingle (live via YouTube/Facebook)
11 a.m. Worship in Torrington
2 p.m. Bible Study - Torrington (in person and live via Zoom)
Fifth at 5 p.m.- BYOBB (Bring your own Brown Bag) All Church Picnic at at FWUPC. Let’s get
together! (subject to change)
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Security alert!
Unfortunately, there have been recent incidents with scammers sending texts or emails in the name
of pastors asking for money. This is a practice called “spoofing” and needs to be ignored. If you ever
get a text or email in Pastor’s Bruce’s name/number, DO NOT click on any link provided or send any
kind of money without initiating a call to him first to verify.

Brown Bag Supper
Let’s get together! (subject to change) Let’s gather on the church grounds for a
a “Bring your own Brown Bag” supper at 5 pm, Sunday, August 30. Bring a
lawn chair if you have one to help with social distancing. Masks are
encouraged.

Torrington Presbyterian Women resumes!
Presbyterian Women will hold a social gathering on August 20 in order to spend some quality
fellowship time together. Please wear a mask and social distancing will be observed. There will be no
official business. See you at 1:30 on August 20!
Other news: Dates for the Fall rummage sale will be decided in August. Remember to get your
Birthday Offering payment to Kathy Surratt's home address.
Blessings!

Coffee orders
Anyone need to order coffee? Please let Carolyn know 480-329-8998. Arabica,
Robusta, 50/50 Arabica/Robusta, Decaf. $10 per pound plus shipping.
ABOUT CAFE JUSTO
Cafe Justo began as a means to provide living opportunities to the coffee growers of
Salvador Urbina. Our mission is to provide the training and resources necessary for
farmers to create and maintain a sustainable, small scale, international coffee
company, thereby shifting the profits from large, international companies to the
members of the Salvador Urbina Cooperative. The corporate goal is to create a
sustainable, local business which employs members of the community in the
agricultural, production and management/administrative roles.
The financial benefits of Cafe Justo are significant when compared to Fair Trade coffee or local
purchases. For this reason we are able to easily see the impact this business has on migration. The
value of this business to residents of Salvador Urbina is clear. Your coffee purchase is having a direct
and dramatic effect on this community. The cooperative members and community are putting aside
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their differences to provide an excellent, chemical free, environmentally friendly product and
business that focuses on Just relationships!

Lingle Deacons
The Farm Wall is going strong! Deacons are excited to find ways to share
with the community.
We are developing new plans for serving the community. If you have any
ideas of how we can do community outreach, please share your ideas with
one of us.

Bible Study is back!
Pastor Bruce will be conducting Bible Study every Sunday at 2 p.m. You have three options for
joining!
1) in person at FWUPC in Torrington with a facemask
2) by telephone (call 1 253 215 8782 at 2 p.m. The Code to enter is 5322972#) this is a
conference call
3) by Zoom (the Zoom meeting sign-in will be the same each week- meeting ID - 843275665466
passcode - 5322972) Please make plans to participate in person or virtually! What a blessing to be
able to stay connected!

Family thoughts ...
By Kay James
The thoughts of family bring to mind a song written, I believe, during the AIDS
epidemic and preformed by Peter, Paul and Mary, entitled Home is where the Heart
Is. The song, about a mother explaining to her young daughter that home is where the
heart (love) is, no matter how the heart lives, inside your heart where love lives that’s where you
make yourself at home, as her daughter wonders about neighbors that live differently than she and
her mother.
I thought of families described by the song, of how our definition of family has expanded. Family is
different than I would have described it in the 50’s. Then to me a family was a mother, father, and
children. I like the extended definition better. A family is a group of people who love and care for
each other, related or not, legally tied together or not.
As we experience this time of uncertainty, the importance of family has become more important. I
have missed seeing my relatives, my children and grandchildren. I also miss my church family and
my friends. You are important to me and I care about you. I am glad we can start getting together.
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New ways
Did you hear about the old dog and the new trick? Turns out dogs can learn all through their lives.
We are similar, in this time of pandemic we are going to have opportunities to learn new tricks. There
are ways to stay connected with our church family and remain safely at home.
There is this fabulous new technology that allows us to use the power of electricity to hear and speak
to people over long distances. It is called the Telephone! Almost everything that has come after the
telephone is based on that technology. We are going to improve our connectivity at church over the
next few months. We are providing opportunities to be involved in conference call meetings and
Bible Study as well as our worship service.
We know how to stay connected and we only need to reach out to enjoy many of the activities that we
once had in person. Speak to Pastor Bruce or Carolyn or any grandchild, to learn more about staying
connected. You are the body of Christ no matter where you are. Our faith is like the full measure that
is poured out and overflowing, keep it flowing from God through you to the world.

Stewardship
Hello members and friends of the Torrington and Lingle church families! We thought it would be a
good idea to let you know that both churches were able to apply for and receive Payroll Protection
Program loans that paid our payroll in April, May and June. The great news is that we will not have
to pay them back since we used the funds for approved expenditures and they will be forgiven.
However, our costs will continue beyond the help we received from the PPP loans.
I thought now would be a good time to mention that we have a new mission for both churches for the
last half of 2020 – US! That’s right, we need your pledges and donations to pay for salaries and
building costs that are a constant in our budgets. Both churches are budgeted very closely and we
depend on your giving to keep the doors open.
Since COVID19 has kept us away from each other, the PPP loans were a saving grace for both
churches. Now that we are back together, on a limited basis, please consider giving each Sunday. If
you are still not comfortable coming to church services yet, you can drop off your giving at either
church during the week, or mail it in. Either way, every dollar helps us right now.
Blessings,
Treasurer Trenda

Are you in need of any home repair projects?
Anyone willing to help with repairs?
The Deacons in Lingle would like to organize some home repair projects. If you have a need, please
call a deacon (Jeanette, Ruth Ann, Carolyn, Patricia) and tell us what you are looking for. We will
then try to connect you with people to help to complete the project. Don’t hesitate to call us! We are
here to serve!
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Tech training
Several people indicated on our recent survey that they would love to connect with the online worship
services, but need helping getting it set up. Pastor Bruce will be conducting “Tech Training” in his
office on the following days. Bring your smartphone, tablet or laptop and he will get you connected!
Or call to have him visit your computer at home.
Wednesdays, July 29 and August 5 in Torrington from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Thursdays, July 30 and August 6 in Lingle from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Schedule for upcoming Mission projects:
Ongoing: Care & Share, Blessing Box (can add single pairs of socks, cake and
candle, etc.)
August: Elks School Supply Drive
September: Peace offering and backpack program
October: Socks for schools (given to nurses to distribute)
November: Goshen HELP (food donations or cash)
December: Christmas Joy offering and Baby gifts for Mary
There was a recent Facebook post involving our Blessing Box located at the
south parking lot. The post was by a local teacher who saw the box with her
young son. They stopped and looked inside the box in the spring and it was
full. The young box asked many questions about the purpose of the box. Recently on a walk they
looked inside. This time the box was almost empty; he said to his mother, "Mommy, we have to go to
the store and get food for the people." They restocked the blessing box. Our box is reaching people
in ways quite unexpected. There is a list inside the box of what is acceptable to put inside. Thank you
for all your support of our mission projects.
In light of the recent coin shortage in our country, the Session has decided to stop our dime drive.
Please return your bottles with coins as soon as possible and we'll be the coins back in circulation and
use your donation to help with our general mission commitment.

Blessing of the Animals
Bring your animal friends for this very special time of
fellowship and thanksgiving for their presence in our
lives.
Saturday, August 8 8-10 a.m.
First Wyoming Presbyterian Church Parking lot
2972 N. Main Street, Torrington
ALL ARE WELCOME!
Please leash your dogs.
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A Note from Presbyterian Women
and Horizons Magazine:
The Horizons Editorial Committee chose “Ecology” as a theme for this month's issue in 2018
because, they said, it was past time to focus on the environment and our sacred connection to it.
What better theme than ecology, studying the way living beings relate to one another and their
environment? And, now, given how the first half of 2020 unfolded, what more timely and relevant
theme?
We continue to live into the new reality ushered in by the coronavirus. Scientists and doctors stress
hand washing, mask wearing and physical distancing to keep ourselves healthy, but also to ensure
that we do not unknowingly spread the virus to others. We know we are bound to one another and
that we are God’s children, but beyond that, there’s so much we just don’t know about living with this
pandemic.
When can we safely return to our church buildings?
“We just don’t know.”
When can we come together to cele-brate the lives of those who have died?
“We just don’t know.”
When can we hug people who don’t live in our household?
“We just don’t know.”
How can we best offer support to people whose income or personal safety has been further
compromised?
“We just don’t know.”
When will an effective vaccine be widely available?
“We just don’t know.”
Although “we just don’t know” seems to be a refrain we hear over and over these days, “we just know”
that as disciples of Jesus Christ and as Presbyterian Women we are called to live out our commitment
to the PW Purpose. We know that we are called to “nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study”;
“to support the mission of the church worldwide”; “to work for justice and peace”; and “to build an
inclu-sive, caring community of women that strengthens” our denomination and “witnesses to the
promise of God’s kingdom.” In other words, the words “we just don’t know” cannot keep us from
living out what we do know.
We do know that “we just don’t know” cannot be our response to racism. The killings of Ahmaud
Arbery, George Floyd and Breonna Taylor have widened the Black Lives Matter movement and
inspired more commitments than ever from people of all skin tones to antiracism. While we may not
yet have answers, we know that systems and ideologies that privilege some while harming others are
not what God intends for God’s beloved community and world. We must do better.
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REFLECTIONS WITH PASTOR BRUCE MCBURNEY
Does it feel like summer can’t be over yet? We were all hoping that life
would return to normal, but it hasn’t. If you are like me you didn’t get to
have that get-a-way, you didn’t steal some time to just wander and soak up
nature. There were so many plans for the summer and now there’s not
enough time to get everything done before the school year starts. The
school year!?! Don’t even talk about that mess. We must consider our
choices for the upcoming school year. As we wait for the plan for the start
of school we need to consider the risks and rewards available to us in this
different time and place. The Spring semester seemed to end well with
everyone working hard to make online learning possible. We should take
the time to make sure that our equipment is ready for online learning and make any necessary
changes now.
We face a similar situation at church, within the bubble of rural America we have been blessed to
get back to in-person worship. But there will be times coming in the near future when we won’t be
able to meet like this. There will be snow days soon enough and the possibility exists when we will
need to quarantine for a time. If you would like to learn more about online learning with your family
and friends at church we want to help that happen. We will be starting up our Bible Study in the near
future and there will be an online option available to anyone with a phone. Your phone doesn’t need
to be smart, it is like a conference call, you will be able to hear what is going on as well as comment
and ask questions. If you think that you might have the equipment to also join the video portion of our
online offerings just speak to Pastor Bruce or Carolyn. We would love to help you stay connected.
We find stories in the Bible about folks who are separated from the ones they love too. In the book
of Romans Paul suggests a blessing to those he can’t be with, ‘May the God of hope fill you with all joy
and peace in trusting, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.’ We are never
alone no matter how lonely we may feel. Cling to God for that is where our hope comes from. We’re
all in this together.
You are blessed!
Bruce

For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part;
then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 1 Corinthians 13:12
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