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The Presbyterian Post
First Wyoming United Presbyterian Church Monthly Newsletter

Inspiring peace, acceptance, and
Christmas events caring action.
Save the date:

December
8, 13, 15, 19, 24
See schedule on page 2!
Merry Christmas!

Worship
Sundays, 11 a.m.
followed by GIFT
meal at noon, and
Adult Sunday School
at 12:45 p.m.

Pastor Bruce McBurney
2972 Main Street (on the hill), Torrington WY, 82240
Website: www.firstwyomingupc.org; Email: firstwyomingupc@gmail.com; Facebook:
First Wyoming United Presbyterian; Phone: (307) 532-2972

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God,
whom alone we worship and serve.
Session members
Erin Estes -2019, Nancy Hayes -2019,
Rhonda Estes -2020, Jane Iddings -2021,
Ellen Preston - 2021
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Upcoming events
December 1- GIFT- Everyone Welcome!
December 2- Nurture 4:30 Torrington
December 8- Christmas Cantata and reception (in conjunction with GIFT - followed by Adult Bible
Study)
December 12- PW Coordinating Team meeting- 1:30 p.m. (note new time)
December 13- Christmas Cantata- 7 p.m. at FWUPC
December 15 - GIFT - Noon, followed by Adult Bible Study
Christmas Caroling 3-4:30 (Meet at the church)
4:30 Fellowship with the McBurney’s (at the church)
6:00 Community Christmas Concert at FWUPC
December 16- Session- FWUPC
December 19- PW Christmas Breakfast 9:30 a.m. followed by Bible
Study at 1 p.m. (note new time)
December 22- GIFT - Noon, followed by Adult Bible Study
December 24- Christmas Eve Service Torrington
December 25- Offices closed. Merry Christmas!
December 31- Offices closed. Happy New Year!

General news
Bible and Brews has moved to Thursdays at 6 p.m. at Corner Bar Lingle.
Join this special group of folks for discerning conversation and a growing
sense of fellowship!

January newsletter deadline is
Friday, Dec. 20. Please email
officefwupc@gmail.com.
Thank you!

Coffee Order- See Carolyn to collect your order from our Presbyterian
partners at Frontera de Cristo (Café Justo orders placed Monthly. COFFEE WOULD MAKE A GREAT
CHRISTMAS GIFT! Get your order to Carolyn now!
PW News- Join us Thursday, December 19 at 9:30 a.m for our annual Christmas Breakfast. Bring a
friend! Your Coordinating Team will provide goodies. Followed at 11:00 a.m. by Bible Study.
Caring and Sharing Items for collections:
Cake and cookie mx
Canned Tomatoes
Canned beans (not green) Dried potatoes

Jello (boxed)
Canned Fruit

Canned soup
2

December 2019

Advent: A Season of Shared Expectations
Remember the feeling of anticipation as a kid as Christmas approached? Probably most of us were
taught by our parents that Advent was the Church’s way of getting ready for the coming of Christ.
Maybe your family lit advent candles and followed a devotional booklet provided by the churchmaybe you still do!
This year, FWUPC is embarking on a new, shared experience of this special, holy season with our
own Advent devotional, written and illustrated by our own members! Many of us selected one of
the lectionary passages to write a reflection about. These thoughtful, heartfelt messages have been
compiled into a booklet for our church family (and friends- we have extras to share) to use in their
daily preparations for Christmas. They will be available at church for you to take home with you.
We hope that you will take the time each day from December 1 to December 25 to share with your
family the thoughts and prayers of your brothers and sisters in Christ as we all look forward to the
greatest of gift ever given. May God’s blessings be with each of us this holiday season.

Reaching out ...
An update from Rhonda Estes
Hopefully some you noticed our sharing tree adorned with colorful sock for
our local youth. Our tree was loaded. These sock donations will be given to
the school nurses in the district to be shared with children they see are in
need. Even more beautiful than our colorful sharing tree are the generous
and loving hearts who adorned the tree with socks! Thank you for your
generous hearts and giving spirit!
The nurses have shared their gratitude.
In January we will can share love with the Children of God by decorating
our Sharing Tree with sweats and leggings for elementary children in need.
Our Advent season begins December 1st.. This is a season of expectant
waiting and preparation for both the celebration of the Nativity of Jesus and
the return of the Messiah. A time to prepare our hearts and share with other Christians in memory
and anticipation of Christ’s coming. We tell the Nativity story and proclaim Christ is born- God is
with us! We decorate our homes and churches with symbols of hope, peace, love and joy. We
share with others hope, peace, love and joy in the spirit of Christmas.
Mark your calendars:
Community Christmas Concert will be December 15th at 6:oo p.m.
Christmas Cantata will be shared December 8th during worship and December 13 at 7:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve worship service Tuesday, December 24th at 7:00 p.m.
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We will light the Christ Candle on our Advent Wreath during our Christmas Eve service, celebrating
that Christ is the Light of the World and our belief in hope in the coming of Christ.
God is with us.
God saw the great needs of the world and offered us the perfect gift, Jesus Christ. In Jesus, we
receive the perfect gift of God being with us, and of being with those in need.
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Presbyterian Mission during December is the Christmas Joy Offering.
50% of the gifts to Christmas Joy Offering assist current and retired church workers and their
families who are in financial need. "The generosity of Presbyterians and the work of the Board of
Pensions bears witness to the care of the ‘Good Shepherd.’”
50% of the gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering make it possible for students to learn and grow in
faith at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color.
When we give to the Christmas Joy Offering, we share our love with the leaders of our Church –
past, present and future.
Our sharing tree will be adorned with small “joy” ornaments. We invite you to share what you can
to offer hope, peace, love and joy through our church’s special offering, the Christmas Joy Offering,
and take an ornament from our sharing tree home. “If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.”
As a part of our church’s Christmas tradition, our Presbyterian Women will again be hosting a baby
shower for Mary. They have extended an invitation to all of us to share a gift for an infant. These
baby gifts could be for boy or girl under the age of 1 year. These gifts are given to Public Health.
The nurses give these gifts when they visit new mothers and babies. Gift ideas: bottles, diapers,
clothes, blankets, night light, and etc…
Thank you for your support of these wonderful ladies in
their outstanding efforts. They are amazing!
Our church has partnered with the Goshen County School backpack program to help assist the
program to purchase 112 new backpacks. The backpacks have been given through the generosity
of the Likins Memorial Fund. This is a program helps to supplement some food needs to youth in
all schools throughout the district. We will be welcoming Director, Steve Zimmerman, to join us in
worship in a few weeks so that we may all have the opportunity to lift the backpack program in
prayer together.
Diane Nye and Rhonda Estes, Praise Team members, had the great pleasure of sharing in a fun
spirited Halloween Parade in which children and families frequented businesses and groups for
Trick or Trunk. Our church partnered with the Torrington Volunteer Fire Department to promote
the mission of fire safety. The fire department passed out smoke detectors. We shared 500 9volt
smoke detector batteries with these pleasant spirited families. I believe fun was had by all.
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REFLECTIONS WITH PASTOR BRUCE MCBURNEY
As we show our gratitude to each other and to God for all the wonderful
things in our lives let us take a moment to consider what is coming next. It
could be that in the waiting of the Advent season that we have a choice in
how we do it. Do it? What do you mean by ‘doing Advent’ or are you
suggesting that we ‘do waiting’? Sure, when you go to a restaurant the
people who serve you are referred to as the ‘wait staff.’ How they wait on
you determines how they are compensated. When we turn the table and
consider that God is the guest and we are the ‘waiters’ then it is our service
that God is interested in. Not that we are being judged by God on our service but that we have an
opportunity to glorify God by being active and attentive ‘waiters.’
The other side of this coin is that we can do nothing as we wait for God to come and save us. In
this scenario we find that we are not required to play an active role in our life and in extension
our community. If we decide that our season of Advent is to sit around and expect God to do
something we might find our expectations to come up short. God doesn’t work like that. God is
not a servant but an active creator who longs for us to add our creative ideas and energy to God’s
work. This Advent make a choice to be an active waiter, start with our Advent Daily Devotion
book. Make a commitment to read each day’s entry and pray the prayer. Set aside part of your day
to improve your relationship with the one who is coming. Amen.
You are Blessed!
Bruce
For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even
as I have been fully known. 1 Corinthians 13:12
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