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Hello!
Through the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the
Holy Spirit, we trust in the
one triune God, whom alone
we worship and serve.

Inspiring peace, acceptance,
and caring action.
Pastor Bruce McBurney
2972 Main Street (top of the hill), Torrington WY, 82240
Website: www.firstwyomingupc.org
E-mail: firstwyomingupc@gmail.com
Facebook: First Wyoming United Presbyterian
Phone: (307) 532-2972

Save the Date!
Worship

GIFT

Session meets

Sundays 11 a.m.
Followed by

May 1
Year-End Party

May 20
FWUPC

Adult Bible Study

Jirdon Park

Fireside Room

12:15 p.m.

5:45 p.m.

6:30 p.m.

Provide your email
address for a
digital, color copy
of the newsletter!

To submit an event, news item or
photo for June, please email
officefwupc@gmail.com or call
(307) 532-2972 and leave a
message. The deadline is
Friday, May 24. Thank you!

FWUPC

MAY 2019

Church News and Notes
GIFT Year-End Party
By Rhonda Estes
Our school year is rapidly passing! Generations In Faith
Together (GIFT) will have one gathering for a Bible
lesson, craft and dinner on April 17th and May 1st will have
an evening of fellowship and fun. GIFT will not meet on
a regular basis through the summer. It has been a fun
year; the youth have been an absolute delight! God has
blessed me with three of my favorite things- Bible stories,
youth and my church family. God has blessed GIFT
with a wonderful church and church family that cares for
our youth growing in faith. Thanks to all the adults that
have prayed, donated meals, and spent time with these
beautiful children of God! Thank you to the parents and
families that have been dedicated to have them here and
share them with us- they are truly magnificent! Their faith and
excitement feeds the adults gathering with them. They are my inspiration!

Bibles & Brews
Bible and Brews will be offered weekly on Wednesdays through the summer - alternating between
Torrington and Lingle each week. May’s schedule is as follows: May 8 - 6 p.m., Open Barrel; May 15 6 p.m., Corner Bar, Lingle; May 22 - 6 p.m., Broncho; May 29 – 6 p.m., Corner Bar, Lingle.

Flooding assistance
Want to donate to aid our neighbors who have been flooded? Make checks payable to Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance and put in the memo line: US Flooding #DR000191 -NE (as an example)
You just put in the abbreviation of the state you want it to go to and mail to:
Presbyterian Church (USA), PDA
P.O. Box 643700
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700
Or go online: www.pda.pcusa.org
SHARE THIS INFORMATION WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY!

Communal garden
Welcome to a new fellowship opportunity! The McBurneys are planting a garden at their home that
they want to share with our community. Over the course of the summer, “Garden Hours” will be from
7-9 a.m. Monday through Friday and you are welcome to come share your expertise in gardening,
have a cup of tea or coffee or just come for a visit! We’re new to “real” gardening (we come from the
desert, you know) and covet your knowledge and your company! We'll even share the produce with
you!
Carolyn will have to get to her desk job at 9 so things will wrap up then, so stop by anytime between 7
and 9a! The garden will be on the North end of the house (on the berm) at 2310 E. I Street beginning
May 6. See you there!
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Church news and notes continued …
Fellowship Night
Sunday, May 5, Fellowship with the McBurneys (one week early due to Mother’s Day), 3 to 5 p.m.

Calling all coffee lovers
April coffee orders are in! See Carolyn for yours or to place an order for May. (Café Justo orders placed
Monthly) - See Carolyn McBurney to order Fair Trade coffee from our Presbyterian partners at Frontera
de Cristo.

Presbyterian Women

Vacation Bible School

Rummage Sale: The Rummage Sale was a
resounding success! Thanks to all who helped
with donations and staffing. PW raised nearly
$800.00!

Youth and Parents please watch for Vacation
Bible School and great camp information!
Planning for Vacation Bible School (VBS)
beginning.
th
July 15 – 19th 5:30 p.m. – 7:30
Age 4 – Grade 5
Don’t miss this!

Upcoming PW events:
Spring Gathering: May 3, Sheridan,
Participants: Kay James, Jane Iddings
Coordinating team meeting: May 9 at 9:30 a.m.
Meeting: May 16 at 1:30 p.m. The Birthday
offering will be collected. Proceeds will be
designated this year for Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance for Midwest Flooding victims
Safe House donations results: ask Peg
Save the Date- Spring Luncheon: June 20
Save the Date- Synod Gathering: August 9-11,
Sheridan

Bible recipients
We have two 3rd graders to receive Bibles from
our congregation this year.
Congratulations Logan Hellus and Briella
Wolfe!
It is so wonderful watching you grow in your
faith!
You make us proud!

History of the FWUPC Cross
From Rev. McCaslin: “Let me tell you about the cross. As the church was nearing completion
the architect said he would design a cross for the chancel. John McCreery and I had talked
about what sort of cross should be there and we didn’t hanker after a fancy, shiny ornament
because we had discussed the fact that we sang about “the old rugged cross” but had never
seen one. The more we thought about it, the more we were convinced that we did not want
the architect to design it, so we told him we had other plans. John said he knew where there
were some old bridge timbers stored out by the county shed and he thought he could talk
someone out of them. So he did and brought them to his lumber yard. We had read
somewhere about the size of the usual cross allowing for a couple of feet into the ground, the
width and thickness, etc. So John sawed out the upright and crossarm and had them laid out
on the ground and called me down to see them. It was only a short time before we had them
joined together, but it did not look like a “hand hewn, rugged cross” so I asked John if he had
a broad axe or plain axe, and a pick. He thought I was crazy and was sure of it when I said we
needed to hack that cross and make it look right. So John used the axe and I made long
scratches with the pick, and had one of John’s men stretch out on it to see where his hands
and feet would be and drove spikes into the wood and then pulled them out. When we leaned
it up against the shed, I felt like crying and when we put it in the church, I did!”
The blue window in back of the cross was named “The Halo Window.”
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Church news and notes continued …
Special music wanted
The Session and Praise Team of FWUPC would love to have special music in Sunday Worship any
time. Dust off your instruments, shine those dance shoes or warm up those vocal chords! If you are
interested in sharing musical gifts with us in honor of Lord and Savior please let us know. If you know of
someone or groups musically blessed that would be willing to come praise with us let us know.

The beautiful Easter floral arrangement and bows donated:
In memory of Burnette & Alice Anderson, Mother and Father of Dennis Anderson
In memory of Gerald Connolly, Husband of Peg Connolly
In memory of Ronald Darnall, Father of Rhonda Estes
In memory of MaeBelle Darnall-Boyles, Mother and Grandmother of Estes family; and Wife of Gene Boyles
In honor of Gene Boyles, Father and Grandfather of Estes family
In memory of Patty Wilson, Mother and Grandmother of Estes family
In memory of Frieda Foos, Mother of Larry & Sherlin Foos
In memory of David Lee Hull, Son of Leland & Shirley Hull
In memory of Bessie Lydick, Mother of Shirley Hull
In memory of Anna Farnham, Mother of Leland Hull
In memory of Jack Brourink, Father of Jane Iddings
In memory of Norris & Ruth Nye, Mother and Father of Kipp & Diane Nye
In memory of Reverend Glen Fuller, Father of Kipp & Diane Nye
In honor of Norma Fuller, Mother of Kipp & Diane Nye
In memory of Richard Preston, Husband of Ellen Preston
In memory of William & Florence Likins, Mother and Father of Ellen Preston
In memory of Loren & Oletha Likins, Uncle and Aunt of Ellen Preston
In memory of Robert L Simmons, Husband of Marilyn Simmons
In memory of Lewis Snyder, Husband of Grace Snyder
In memory of Clyde Surratt, Husband of Kathy Surratt
In memory of Rose Wells, Great-Grandmother of Crystal Albers
In memory of Ruth, Colin, Gladys & Herschel, Parents of Jack and Gertie Sedman

Reflections with Pastor Bruce McBurney
Is it me or is the outside temperature warming up? I love the
spring time of year. The new life that begins to thrive, lifts my
spirits. Do you feel the need to get moving? As we start to get
busy I want to suggest that we make sure that we set aside
some time to do some planning. Not just for today or
tomorrow but to look further down the road. Where do you see
yourself in 5 years? Where would you like to be in 10 years?
What are your dreams, where does your heart yearn to go? As
we enter the busy summer schedule of our lives I hope that you
have time to do the important things that need to happen.
Spend time with loved ones. Visit old friends. See some place
that you have been meaning to get to. Have a great summer!
We will be here as usual, loving our neighbors and worshipping
God.
You are Blessed!
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