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Hello! 
Through the grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit, 

we trust in the one triune God, 
whom alone we worship and serve. 

Inspiring peace, acceptance, 
and caring action. 

Pastor Bruce McBurney • Pastor Kate Morrison 

2972 Main Street (top of the hill), Torrington WY, 82240 
Website: www.firstwyomingupc.org 

E-mail: firstwyomingupc@gmail.com 

Facebook: First Wyoming United Presbyterian 

Phone: (307) 532-2972 

N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 8  

Birthdays: 
Dennis Andersen Nov. 3 

Rhonda Estes Nov. 3 
Jane Iddings Nov. 4 

To submit an event, news item 

or photo for December, please 

email officefwupc@gmail.com 

or call (307) 532-2972 and leave 

a message. The deadline is 

Friday, Nov. 23. Thank you! 

Save the Date: 

Worship: 
(Adult Bible Study) 

Every Sunday 

Nurture 
Committee: 

Nov. 5 
 6:30 p.m. 

GIFT: 
(followed by Adult 
Bible Study) 

 Every Wednesday 
11 a.m. 5:45 p.m. 

Veterans Breakfast 
Nov. 11 – 9 a.m. 

Session meets: 
Monday, Nov. 19 – 6:30 p.m. 
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Live, Love and Laugh with Pastor Kate Morrison 

Youth & Young Adults Minister 
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Holy Spirit and we will continue to receive 
guidance from God as we go forward in 
ministry. I will pray for the future of FWUPC 
with assurance that God is always with us. 

It is important for us to realize that for the 
next month, I will continue to serve as your 
associate pastor, but after that, I will no 
longer be available for pastoral ministry with 
First Wyoming folks. I will continue to pray 

for you and will be somewhat 
aware of what is going on in the 
life of the church through social 
media, but the Presbytery of 
Wyoming maintains a policy that 
I agree with, which calls for the 
passing on of pastoral duties to 
remaining and/or future pastors. 

I’m sure that Bruce, as your pastor, 
will continue to meet any 

pastoral needs that 
arise. 

I realize this news may 
generate other questions and 

concerns. Please don’t hesitate to 
bring those up with me or Bruce or any 
member of the Session. I want to encourage 
you to keep the church and the Session in 
your prayers and for you to seek ways to help 
out in various ministries during this time of 
staff transition. First Wyoming is a vibrant 
congregation that I have been proud to serve 
and I know that you will continue to grow in 
Christ together as faithful leaders in the 
Torrington community. 

Above all else, know that you are each a 
special child of God and I pray that you will 
always remember that no matter where you 
have been, God has guided you. No matter 
where you are, God is with you. And no 
matter where you go, God is already there. 
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Dear First Wyoming United Presbyterian 
Church Family and Friends, 

It is with many mixed emotions that I write 
this letter to inform you that through much 
prayer and conversation I have discerned a 
new call from God for my ministry. 
November 25th will be my last Sunday as 
your associate pastor at FWUPC, with 
November 27th being my last day in the 
office. I will be embarking on a new call to be 
the pastor of John Calvin 
Presbyterian Church in Salisbury, 
North Carolina. There will be a 
congregational meeting held on 
Sunday, November 4th to officially 
dissolve my terms of call and our 
pastoral relationship, effective 
November 27th. 

As excited as I am about this new 
direction in my ministry, I am not without 
some sadness as I prepare to make this 
change. You have all become dear 
friends and partners in ministry 
and FWUPC, Torrington will 
always hold a special place in my 
heart and mind. This church is not only a first 
(and wonderful) call right out of seminary for 
me, but also is a warm family of brothers and 
sisters who have helped me to develop and 
grow as a faithful leader and pastor 
throughout our time together. 

These past two and a half years have been 
filled with many wonderful times together in 
worship, study, play and mission. “Farewells” 
are never easy, and I will always treasure the 
great memories of the times we have shared. 
Know that as I leave you, I am confident that 
God will continue to work in and through 
each of you as individuals and the church as a 
whole. We have been led to this point by the 
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IN THE NEWS at FWUPC 

VETERANS DAY BREAKFAST 
Sunday, November 
11, Community 
Presbyterian in 
Lingle will join with 
First Wyoming 
United Presbyterian 
Church to honor 
veterans.   
Beginning with a free 
breakfast at the 
Torrington church, 
all Lingle and 
Torrington veterans 
and their spouses are invited to enjoy pancakes 
and bacon provided in part by Main Street 
Market.  

Families are then invited to join worship, during 
which, veterans from all branches of service will 
be recognized.   
 
There are over 1300 veterans in the area who 
have served in the military. Pastor Bruce 
McBurney  has training from the Veterans 
Administration to minister to veterans and their 
needs.  

“Our congregations look forward to this special 
Sunday as a way of thanking our service 
members. We hope that they know that they are 
always welcome at our churches.”   

The breakfast will be served in the Fellowship 
Hall beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
The worship service will follow at 11:00 a.m.  

Planned service highlights include: 

Lingle Men’s Chorus sings four patriotic 
selections 
Torrington American Legion Color Guard 
presents colors 
Lingle choir sings 
 
All are welcome! 
For more information, contact 307-532-2972.   

CLUBS & COMMITTEES 

Thank you everyone for your generosity filling 
our sharing tree with socks for school children in 

need during September.  The socks were 
delivered to the school nurses to distribute as 

needed. They were very appreciative. 
 

October's focus was on the Peacemaking 
Offering. This offering is used as a Presbyterian 

Mission to promote the Peace of Christ, to 
advocate for peace and justice in cultures of 
violence and systems of injustice across the 

world. 25% of the donation gathered from our 
Torrington congregation will be donated to The 

Safe House here in our community. This is a 
shelter for women, children and families fleeing 

abuse. 
 

We have been informed that there is a need for 
both small boys and girls sweat pants and 

leggings size 4-16 and also coats size 4-16. Rather 
than adorning the sharing tree with hats and 

mittens this year we are asking our congregation 
and friends to prayerfully consider donating to 

these small children in 
need. 

 
We thank you for your 

gracious gifts!  It 
amazes me for 

our small 
group what 

blessings 
have 
been 

gifted. It 
is as if I 

too have witnessed the miracle with the basket of 
two fish and five loaves multiply at the blink of an 

eye. We may not have enough for all that are in 
need, but I am inspired! You have been great 

witnesses.  
Thank you, 

Rhonda Estes, Praise Committee 
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Reflections with Pastor Bruce McBurney 
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you want to be ready for that preparation time 
go ahead and get a jump on it. Carve out some 
time from your busy schedule to follow an 
Advent Devotional series. Pick one up, here at 
the church (starting in December).  
If we take the time to prepare for our ‘waiting’ 
for the coming Messiah we might just find that 
our waiting will be a very active thing.  
You know how busy it gets around the Holidays, 
but people are always struggling and could use 
some help from their neighbors. Seek out ways 
to help others but also make sure that you are 
taking care of you.  
If you are not healthy and worn out by your life, 
you won’t be much help to those around you. 
Get ready for your time of preparation. It will all 
work out just fine.  
You are Blessed! 
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Preparation. Do you always feel prepared? 
Sometimes I find myself, as they say, behind 
the eight ball. I sometimes imagine I am in one 
of those “Honey, I Shrunk the Kids” movies. 
Picture the scene on a field of felt, beautiful 
green, with ten foot tall billiard balls all around 
you. You know what happens next, reaction! No 
time to prepare.  
Sometimes the Advent season sneaks up on 
me and I just react. Advent is supposed to be 
about waiting and preparing for the celebration 
of the Messiah. This year I am going to work to 
prepare for my time of preparation. Take a 
moment to dial back some of the ‘extra’ events 
that I am spending time on and try to simplify 
my life so that I am ready for the Advent 
season. We are called to prepare our hearts 
during Advent for the coming Messiah and if 

DID YOU KNOW? POWERPOINT 101 
Have you ever wondered about symbols in the PowerPoint on Sunday morning during the 
service?  Here are a few tips for understanding it: 

• At the end of each hymn, there will be a small graphic in the bottom right hand corner.  That 
means the end.  It has been a small butterfly or other seasonal graphic. 

• If there is a long scripture that takes more than one screen, there will be a graphic at the end. 
• At the end of each prayer, there will be the word “Amen” or a graphic. 
• The reoccurring dove or church symbol that appear in the announcement slides are there to 

take the pastor to the beginning of the service.  He or she can stop the slides from rotating by 
clicking on the icon.   

• We only have a few Glory to God hymnals (the purple one).  If you’d rather have a hymnal 
than look at the screen, there are a few in the narthex and a few in the Fireside Room. 

• All photos are used with permission from the photographer or from an open source (which 
means it’s okay to use as long as we don’t make a profit from selling the photo).   

• Our two pastors like different versions of the Bible so we put which version on the first slide 
with the scripture on it (NRSV stands for New Revised Standard Version and ESV means 
English Standard Version).   

• Please call the church office to let us know when to add or remove someone from the Prayer 
List.  

NURSERY REMINDER 

We are blessed to have two nursery attendants in our nursery each Sunday. When visitors attend with 
young children, please let them know we have a nursery with a man and a woman as our attendants 
and show them where it is, as they may not know our building.   


