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Hello!
Through the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit, we trust in the
one triune God, whom alone
we worship and serve.

Birthdays:
Dennis Estes - Dec. 3
To submit an event, news item
or photo for January, please
email officefwupc@gmail.com
or call (307) 532-2972 and leave
a message. The deadline is
Friday, Dec. 21. Thank you!

Inspiring peace, acceptance
and caring action.
Pastor Bruce McBurney
2972 Main Street (top of the hill), Torrington WY, 82240
Website: www.firstwyomingupc.org
E-mail: firstwyomingupc@gmail.com
Facebook: First Wyoming United Presbyterian
Phone: (307) 532-2972

Save the Date!
Worship

Nurture meets

GIFT

Session meets

Christmas Eve

Every Sunday
11 a.m.

Monday, Dec. 3
6:30 p.m.

Every Wednesday
5:45 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 17
6:30 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 24
7 p.m.

(followed by
Adult Sunday
School)

(followed by Adult
Bible Study)
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Church news and notes
Adult Bible Study
Did you know the Wired Word discussion group is also a Bible Study? All participants become active
listeners and/or discussers as desired. Each week two or three hot topics from recent news headlines
are presented in print and discussed in light of Scripture. Wired Word is led by Pastor Bruce at the
following times: 12:30 pm Sunday in Fireside Room, 6:15 pm Wednesday in Fireside Room, 6:00 pm
every second and fourth Monday location TBA. Every week there are two lessons, one of the lessons
is offered on Sunday and Wednesday, the other is offered on Mondays.

A new way to give
You may now make a donation through our Online Giving
Portal using the Quick Response (QR) Code to the left. A QR
Code is a two-dimensional, modular barcode that, when
scanned by a smartphone, will direct the user to a chosen
webpage. Or visit our website at firstwyomingupc.org and click
the “Give Now” button on the homepage.

Christmas Eve Service
Get ready for something special this Christmas Eve! Monday,
December 24 at 7 p.m. First Wyoming UPC will host an interactive
family-friendly service featuring your favorite Christmas Carols,
scripture and a staged reading of “The Best Christmas Pageant
Ever”. This heartwarming holiday classic brings the Christmas story
alive in a poignant way and makes it relevant for those who know the
story well and those who may be experiencing for the first time. Invite
your friends and family for this special new tradition. If you or a
family member would be interested in reading one of the roles, contact
Carolyn McBurney at 480-329-8998 or carolynmcburney@gmail.com.

Calling all coffee lovers
Interested in buying fair trade coffee? Carolyn McBurney has been working for several years with Cafe
Justo, in Agua Prieta, MX, in affiliation with PCUSA pastor Rev. Mark Adams. She will be ordering
this delicious coffee for her personal consumption and would like to offer a chance to order in bulk if
we get enough interest. See Carolyn at church to discuss. Depending on how many might be interested,
the bags are around $10 per pound (could be less if we get a lot of takers!).
Here is a brief description and a link to their website for more information: Café Justo is a coffee
grower cooperative based in Salvador Urbina, Chiapas, Mexico. We market a pure, organic coffee
which is grown, harvested and marketed in the spirit of justice. Our goal is to provide incentives for
people to remain on their family lands. Our business model is simple and optimizes the profit for the
growers. The coffee is harvested, cleaned and prepared for shipping in Salvador Urbina, Chiapas. The
beans are then transported to Agua Prieta, Sonora. In Agua Prieta the coffee is roasted, ground and
packaged for shipment to our customers. http://www.justcoffee.org/
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Live, Love and Laugh with Pastor Kate Morrison
Hello everyone!

through this journey and from each of you, and
there will never be enough ways to say “thank
you”.

A few quick notes regarding Youth and Young
Adult ministries.

As we enter into the season of Advent and look
forward to Christmas, we enter into a season of
excitement and expectancy. We look forward to
seeing all of the new things that God is doing
and working in our lives. I know that God is
indeed working and doing a new thing in the
life of First Wyoming United Presbyterian
Church. I would ask that you all please be in
prayer for the church leadership, Pastor Bruce
and the Session, as they discern where the Holy
Spirit is leading the church in this time.

GIFT (Generations in Faith Together) - Our
weekly GIFT programming is truly a highlight
of our church life. Everyone (yes, that means
you) is invited to join together for a meal at
5:45pm, and then programming at 6:15pm.
Children and youth will have programming led
by Rhonda Estes, and adults are welcome to
gather in the Fireside Room for a study offered
from The Wired Word. Please make plans to
join us, and invite a friend or two as well.
Bible and Brews - This new gathering is going
to be offered every 2nd and 4th Monday of the
month. We will gather together at 6:00pm at a
local bar, and have another study from The
Wired Word (though not the same from our
Sunday / Wednesday offering). Please spread
the word and invite your friends to join us.

Above all, please remember what an amazing
and wonderful congregation you are. I have
seen God work in so many wonderful ways
through FWUPC, and have seen so many lives
affected for the better through the ministries of
this congregation. Continue to be that light.
Continue to be the love that the world so
desperately needs in this time. Continue to seek
God, follow Jesus, and trust that no matter
what, the Holy Spirit is with you. Amen, and
amen.

A Final Note from Pastor Kate
I just want you all to know what an absolute
honor and privilege it has been to serve as your
Associate Pastor. I have learned so much

Reflections with Pastor Bruce McBurney
Advent 2018, time flies when you are having fun. Advent is a season observed in
many Christian churches as a time of expectant waiting and preparation for the
celebration of the Nativity of Jesus at Christmas.
Some think of this season as both a celebration of the birth of Jesus as well as the
coming of the Christ into our lives every day. As a follower of Jesus we are called
to prepare ourselves for daily for the advent of the Holy Spirit of God in our lives.
Since God is always in us, with us, surrounding us with the love of God it is our
focus that will require our discipline.
Use one of the Advent Daily Devotionals to assist you on your journey. I also want
to recommend our coloring pages to you (both are located in the church narthex
and sanctuary). If you don’t feel like an artist, no worries – think of these
coloring pages as a way to relax and spend time listening to God. You will be
surprised by what you learn as you take some time to prepare for
the awesome mystery of Christmas. You are blessed!
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